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The Society has a rich history tracing its fons et origo within the Central
Asian Question at the turn of the last century. The chronology of the first
one hundred years begins this work, from early struggle to a golden period
between the wars and on to a long span post-Empire when it was involved
in more than thirty countries. It outlines how its early membership and
distinguished Honorary Officers were drawn largely from the armed
services, the Indian Political Service and the Diplomatic and Consular
services, before enlarging into business, commerce and the oil industry.

The second part carries vignettes of its more remarkable, even eccentric,
members and their exploits. They included not only the Presidents of some
Asian countries and world religious leaders, but adventurers and spies,
explorers, missionaries and medics, scholars, engineers, journalists,
businessmen and a thriving Junior Membership.

The final section has individual chapters covering the Society’s various
activities, archival collection and medal awards. The latter includes the
Lawrence of Arabia Medal with accounts of the medal-holders themselves,
Lawrence’s family links with the Society, and its members who worked
with him in the Hejaz and Palestine campaigns.

With its considerable factual content the book will be a work of reference
for all interested in Britain’s involvement with Asia during the last century.
Of particular current relevance is the Society’s long fascination with
Afghanistan and concern for Islam. The volume is generously illustrated
and includes many of the Society’s unique archival photographs not
previously published.
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