From the RSAA Library
August 2003 Update

Restoration of four watercolours in the Society’s Library.

The Society recently arranged for the restoration and mounting of four watercolours from its
archives. The four portraits, were found rolled up in a cardboard tube labelled“Four Coloured
Drawings of Indian Tribesmen 1815”. They are hand-coloured but unsigned and there is no
record of who donated them or when.

Research in the Society’s Library and in the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society has led to a
conclusion that the these portraits are most probably the work of Lieutenant R M Grindlay of
the Bombay Establishment who accompanied the Hon Mountstuart Elphinstone on his
expedition of 1809 as far as Peshwa (sic). Grindlay is mentioned as the artist in the Preface to
Elphinstone’s book of the expedition, “An Account of the Kingdom of Caubul and Its
Dependencies etc”, published in 1815. A second edition, 1819, is in the library of the Royal
Asiatic Society and its plates V, VI, VII and VI1II were by Grindlay. Three of these four plates
match our paintings. Grindlay, whose full name was Robert Melville Grindlay (1786 - 1877),
was at that time in the 7t Bombay Native Infantry and went on to found Grindlay’s Bank.

The four watercolours in the Society’s archives could well be his originals.
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They may be viewed by prior appointment in the Library. The Library does not hold a copy of
the 1815 or 1819 editions of “An Account of the Kingdom of Caubul” but does have a copy of
the two-volume 1972 Karachi OUP edition with a new introduction by Sir Olaf Caroe, a
former member of the Society.
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